High sensitivity C-reactive protein.
Though there is no apparent relationship between CRP and cardiovascular disease, the hsCRP may be the most effective single marker of disease among otherwise healthy adults, and is certainly an effective marker when employed in combination with other proven markers such as fibrinogen, homocysteine, and lipid assays. The hsCRP test may not be particularly useful among inpatients, however, as it is typically elevated in acute inflammatory disease. In addition to its apparent ability to predict the risk of cardiovascular disease, the hsCRP test points the way to further identification of risk markers.